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As an example, I will describe a single programme, viz. that
of Christinas Day, 1934. On the evening of this day, when
millions of workers, of course, had time to listen in to the
Moscow station, the programme was broadcast in several
languages, being continually interrupted by the ringing of the
Kremlin bells and the singing of the Internationale.
The order of the items was as follows. First there was a
report from Kiev in German on the achievements in agriculture
in the Ukraine, a report calculated to rouse envy at the extra-
ordinary prosperity of the Ukrainian peasants. The leitmotif
of this address was that Russia, unlike the bourgeois countries,
knew neither hunger nor unemployment, and that the popula-
tion was steadily progressing towards wealth and contentment
The next item was in French and consisted in a paean in
favour of Moscow, the metropolis of the world proletariat.
Reference was made to the ambitious plans for the reconstruc-
tion of Moscow, and especially of the districts surrounding the
palace of the world proletariat (i.e. the Moscow Government
buildings). Mention was made of the sacrifices which the
population of Paris, living in dirt and darkness, had to make in
order to enable the Paris building plans to be realized—these,
unlike those s^Moscow, had cost vast sums in compensation
to owners. Praises of the Moscow underground, as always,
occupied a prominent place in the address. This glorification
of Moscow as a world metropolis ended with a comparison
between the achievements of the Russian theatre and the misery
of bourgeois theatrical life; this was based on the brilliant
successes achieved by the Russian delegates at the theatrical
congress in Rome in contrast with the bourgeois delegates.
The Western listeners thus having been prepared by the
glorification of Russian achievements, and some of them
perhaps having become duly emotional as a result of the
Kremlin bells and the Internationale, the Moscow station pro-
duced a masterpiece of propaganda by allowing this praise o±
Moscow to be followed by a description of crime and criminal

